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best in a cooler air. In any case, how can a man tell
the whole truth if he is a party leader? If he does so,
he will soon cease to be one. Sttppressio veri is an
essential element in party politics, and must be
accepted by those who enter it. They are in the position
of members of a church which allows a man to have
his doubts and even his heresies, on condition that he
keep them to himself. Imagine a member of the
government, who expressed scepticism about a govern-
ment measure either in Parliament or outside. Will
his party trust him? If they were wise, they might
perhaps trust him the more; but few people have
reached that degree of wisdom, and no mass of men
likes being always told the entire truth. He will know
that his opponents will drag to the light any views or
words of his that can embarrass his side, and that his
enemies inside the party will use them to overthrow
him. He will be driven to an economy of truth, not
only in politics where it is inevitable, but in his teaching
and writing where it is disastrous and immoral I am
not disparaging party politicians; I am only saying
that a man must be superman if he can be a party
leader and yet be, as a university teacher should be,
always ready to tell the truth, the whole truthj and
nothing but the truth.
But, to revert to my previous point, while admitting
that the party system is not a force working in favour
of truth, I think that it is the best system of govern-
ment, that its drawbacks must be endured, and that
the chief causes of our inveracity are simpler and
more general. Among them is want of